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Abstract
There is a link between animal 
violence and human violence. Many do 
not speculate that the two topics are 
directly related, as one does not have 
to kill an animal first in order to kill a 
human. Perpetrators of either crime 
are placed under separate standards 
when being tried in court. Often times, 
the lack of trial and concern towards 
animal abusers can lead to later 
escalations of violence including acts 
of violence against humans.. Research 
on this topic analyzes the mentality of 
those who have abused animals and 
those who have committed acts of 
human violence, finding that people in 
both categories carry similar 
tendencies.
Key Points
• Children who are exposed to violence in the home, such as 
domestic violence, sexual harassment, and neglect are more likely 
to abuse animals.
• Those who abuse animals are more likely to commit acts of human 
violence than those who do not.
• Abuse of animals can be committed for many reasons. Some of the 
most common reasons are to assert dominance, express 
aggression, and to displace hostility from a human to an animal.
Conclusion
Some actions to help alleviate the 
problem include: advocating for our 
pets and providing proper education for 
handling or dealing with aggression, 
trauma, and interpersonal 
violence. Tracking animal abuse 
offenders could make it easier to 
identify and watch for possible 
escalation of violence, including 
murderers, sex offenders, and other 
forms of abuse. A recent wave of 
animal rights movement has raised 
enough awareness to propose a bill to 
have animal abusers register like sex 
offenders are required to do. This bill 
would be an aid in eliminating and 
discouraging abuse to animals. As a 
society, we should acknowledge that 
violence against humans can be rooted 
in abusing animals.
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